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Area  of  District  in  Acres  1,1  Go 

Population  1901  (Census)  7,216 

Population  1911  (Census)  7,978 

Population  1911  (estimated  to  middle  of  year) 7,989 

General  Death  Hate  per  thousand  of  population  ...  13‘76 

Infant  Death  Kate  per  thousand  births 130 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  2.0  03 


TILE  UIMLAX  DLSTILICT  OF  AODEXSIlxVW 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

MEDICAL  OFFTCEE  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THF  YEAPv  1911. 


frlCN'TLRMKX, 

I liavo  tlie  lionour  to  prespiit.  iiiv  Aiimial  liepoit  for 
tlu'  year  1911. 

Physical  Featcrks  anh  (Iexehai-  Ciiakacteh 
OF  TIIK  DisTHICT. 

The  district  is  Hat,  with  a clayey  sulisoil.  Tliere  an'  no 
rivor.s  running  directly  through  the  area,  hut  the  i-iver  Tame  forni.s 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  district. 

The  area  is  composed  of  a small  well  populated  area,  and  a hirgi'r 
nrca  which  is  somewhat  rural  in  character,  the  land  being  used  chiellv 
as  meadow  and  pasture  land,  there  being  a small  i|uantity  of  arahle 
land.  The  district  is  almost  de\oid  of  trees. 
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Tli('  iU'ea  cif  tlie  district  is  S65'25  aci'os  witlioiit.  water,  and 
an  area  of  lOU'To  acres  occupied  hy  tlic;  Audcnsliaw  Tlcsf'rvoirs 
Ix'lonyinsj;  to  flic  iMancliestcr  (Jorporation,  making  a total  ai'ea  of 
I 1 05  acres. 

Tlie  population  is  cliielly  an  indusirial  one,  the  occupation 
of  the  people  heing  somewhat  varied,  the  chi('f  among  which  are 
('iigineering,  felt-hatting  and  snhsidiary  trades  Tlicre  are  also  many 
colliers,  Cf)tton  operatives  and  railway  servants. 

The  amount  of  Poor-Law  relief  for  the  year  was  <£101  4.s.  Od., 
which  is  low  compared  with  the  rest  of  Ashton-uncler-Lyne  Union, 
'I'liere  is  a fair  amount  of  gratuitous  nu'dical  relief  obtained  from  the 
Ashton  and  District  Infirmary  and  the  INlanchester  Hospitals. 

Watkr  Supply. 

There  is  an  ample  and  constant  supply  of  very  pure  water 
furnislied  by  the  Ashton-nnder-L3’ne,  Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield 
Joint  Waterworks  Committee.  The  water  is  upland  in  character. 
There  are  no  wells  or  springs  used  for  drinking  purposes. 


Rivrrs  and  Streams. 

The  river  dkxine  having  ])assed  through  a thickly  populated 
area  is  somewhat  pollutiHl  before  it  reaches  the  district,  but  being 
situated  at  a distance  from  the  populous  pai-t  of  the  area,  it  does  not 
affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  it  merely  forms  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  district  and  is  not  polluted  from  the  district. 

The  streams  aie  not  important,  being  only  small  and  no 
sewage  is  now  turned  into  them  ; the  streams  when  near  houses  aie 
mostly  in  culverts. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  well  sewered  on  the  combined  .sjLstem.  The 
sewage  is  tix'atcd  at  the  Dukiniiehl  and  Stalybridgo  Joint  Sewage 
Works.  J'lie  Ireatnumt  chietly  consists  in  precipitation  with  lime 
and  aluminc-fcnic  and  sub.sp([ucnt  filtration  in  filter  beds. 
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Ul.OSK'r  Act't»MMOI),\TION. 


Tlicrt!  iue  at  pi-eseiit  tour  kinds  of  closet  accommodation  in  the 


district,  whicli  are  as  follows  : — 

Privy  Middens 879 

Pail  Closets  58 

Fresh  Water  Closets  241 

Waste  Water  Closets  802 


The  priv}^  middens  are  now  being  rapidly  converted  into 
closets  on  the  water-carriage  system. 

Scavenging. 

This  is  clone  by  contract,  the  refuse  being  carted  to  low  lying 
ground  in  the  more  rural  part  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (Mr.  Dewhurst),  and  as  a result  of 
these  inspections  6 legal  notices  and  74  informal  notices  of  nuisances 
were  served,  and  215  nuisances  have  been  remedied.  Legal  proceed- 
ings wer(!  taken  in  one  case,  and  an  order  to  abate  the  nuisance  in 
thiee  months  was  trranted. 

The  following  is  a de.scription  of  inspections,  as  supplied  by  the 


Inspector  of  Nuisances  : — 

Visits  and  re-visits  to  Infected  Houses 225 

Visits  to  Night.soil  Tip  tU 

Ins[)ection  of  Factories  and  Workshops  296 

Do.  Bakehouses  24 

Do.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  INlilkshops  ...  124 

Do.  Slaughter  Houses .35 

Du.  Offensive  Trades  . 18 

Drains  inspected  and  tested  276 

Infected  Houses  disinfected  56 

Smoke  Observations  taken 18 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  (Junthouleh 
BY  Hye-Lam's  and  Regulations 

Tliere  are  no  lodging-houses  or  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district 
There  are  two  offensive  trades  in  the  area,  they  are  Tripe-flressing 
and  Fur-pulling  ; they  are  both  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

8chools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  good,  and  the  water 
supply  is  the  same  as  for  the  rest  of  tlie  district. 

On  February  17th  there  were  78  names  on  the  books  of  the 
Infants’  Department  at  the  Council  School,  Audenshaw  Road,  and 
of  these  onl}^  40  were  present,  nearly  all  the  absentees  suffering  from 
measles.  In  consequence  the  Infants’  Department  was  closed  for 
one  month. 

On  March  14th,  at  the  Wesleyan  School  Infants’  Department, 
there  were  136  names  on  the  books,  while  only  77  attended,  the 
bulk  of  the  absentees  suffering  from  measles,  in  consequence  the 
Infants’  Department  was  closed  till  April  7th. 

On  May  12th,  at  the  Bridge  Street  School,  there  were  on  the 
books  of  th(^  Infants’  Department  80  name.s,  of  these  five  were  away 
surt'oring  from  measles,  and  one,  though  unaffected,  was  away  througli 
ineas'cs,  in  consequence  the  Infants’  Department  was  closed  till  May 
2'Jth. 

On  May  12th,  at  St.  Stephen’s  School  Infants’  Department, 
there  were  on  the  books  157  name.s,  of  these  21  were  away  through 
measles  and  13  away  having  nuimp.s,  in  eon.sequenee  the  Infants’ 
Department  was  closed  till  May  29th. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  carried  out  by 
the  liincashire  County  Council  Education  Committee. 

Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — hlxaminations  into  the  quality  of  the  milk 
supplied  in  the  district  are  attended  to  liy  the  County  Police. 

'I'he  Dairies,  Cowshed.s  and  Milkshops  in  the  district  are  in  a 
salisfactnry  condition. 
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(6)  Oth'^r  Foods.  — No  uiisouiul  food  lias  been  found  ci.\|)os('d 
for  salt'.  The  sanitary  condition  of  places  where  foods  an*  prejiaieil, 
stored,  or  e.xposed  for  sale  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  Bakehouses  are  in  a good  condition  and  clean. 

The  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  all  in  good  condition 
and  well  kept. 

Frequent  inspection  of  these  are  made  whilst  killing  and  meat 
dressing  is  going  on. 

(c)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — These  Acts  are  carried  out 
by  the  County  Police. 

Housing. 

The  housing  accommodation  of  the  district  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  people,  and  there  is  very  little  if  any  overcrowding. 

I 

There  is  usually  ample  open  air  space  about  the  hou.ses,  and  the 
surroundings  of  the  houses  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

The  great  majority  of  the  homses  are  of  the  artizan  dwelling 
class,  a very  large  number  consisting  of  two  rooms  upstairs  and  two 
rooms  downstairs. 

During  the  year  -18  inspections  were  made  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Cla.sses  Acts,  1890  to  1909.  'I'wo  rcpiesental ions 
were  made  to  the  Local  Autlioiity  with  a view  to  making  closing 
orders,  but  the  repairs  were  carried  out  by  the  owners  previous  to 
any  order  being  made. 

Ten  old  houses  were  demolished,  and  8 new  ones  were  built  by 
the  owner  on  the  site  (d’  the  previous  10,  this  being  a great  improve- 
ment, especially  as  the  roadway  was  also  widened  at  this  point. 
The  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  were  general  dilapiilation. 

. WoKKSJioPS,  Workplaces,  etc. 

These  have  been  frequently  visited  dui'ing  the  year,  and  any 
nui.sances  found  were  remedied.  'The  worksho[)s,  etc.,  arc  kept 
generally  in  a clean  state. 
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•Sanitaky  Administka’I'ion  ok  District. 

AiuU'iisliaw  is,  with  Asliton,  Stalybriclge,  Hurst  and  Linieliuist, 
a joint  owner  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Hartshead.  All  other 
cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  treatment  in  hospital  are  sent  to 
the  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital;  two  beds  are  retained,  but  more  can 
be  had  if  required. 

There  is  no  provision  of  hospital  or  sanatorium  treatment  for 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  \ 

For  work  carried  out  in  Sanitary  Department  see  table  under 
Sanitary  Inspections  of  District.  I 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious 

Diseases. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  two  isolated  cases  not  living  clo.se 
together  and  could  not  in  any  case  be  attributable  to  a common  source. 
In  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  bacteriologically. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  which  occurred  were  scattered  over  the 
wliole  area,  18  being  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years,  and  40 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  lb  years.  Many  of  the  cases  seemed  to 
bo  due  to  needless  neighbouring. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever  rei)orted  during  the 

year. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  occurred,  but  it  recovered 
completely. 

Nearly  all  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district  arc 
treated  at  their  own  homes,  the  patients  being  kept  in  one  room  ; 
aft(U‘  the  case  has  terminated  the  rooms  arc  disinfected  and  sprayed 
w'ith  formalin. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  notified  is  visited,  and  ilircctions 
given  for  its  control  as  far  as  is  possible. 

Arrangements  are  now  complete  wnth  the  Ashton-under- Lyne 
( 'orporation  Ibr  the  disinftictions  liy  saturated  steam  of  all  clothing, 
beilding,  Ac.,  which  has  been  used  by  an  infected  person. 


!) 

PuKVAI^KNCli  AN1>  CdN’I'KOL  OVliK  'I'u U KliC U lAlSIS. 

Five  cases  of  rulinonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  tlie 
year,  each  case  was  visited  and  eiKi[uiries  were  made  as  to  what  rooms 
were  occupied  by  tlie  patients,  and  they  were  all  advised  to  allosv 
tlie  patients  to  have  rooms  to  themselves,  and  advice  was  given  as 
regards  disposal  of  expectoration. 

There  is  no  Ho.spital  or  Sanatorium  accommodation  in  the 
district  for  Tuberculosis. 

/ Means  of  Pkeventtng  Moutality  in  Infancy. 

, During  the  hot  weather  each  house  in  the  district  was  supplied 
WttIT  a leaflet  giving  advice  as  to  the  prevention  of  Diarrhcca, 
especially  amongst  children. 


Vitae  Statistics  of  the  District. 

Birth  .Sa<e.- -During  the  year  the  number  of  birlhs  registered 
was  200,  giving  a birth  rate  of  25'03  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

There  were  97  males  and  103  females.  This  is  above  the 
average  for  the  10  previous  years 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered  in 
(;ach  of  the  last  10  year.s,  with  the  birth  rates  for  the  corresponding 


years  : — 

Year.  Ni>.  nf  Births.  Birth  Rate. 

1901  150  20'7 

1902  217  29-5 

19  03  180  24-2 

1904  200  2()G 

1905  182  24-OG 

1906  184  24  08 

1907  18G  2 1 '2 

1908  189  24-3 

1909  18G  23-7 

1910  IGO  20-2 


Average  for  the  j’cais 


1901  to  1910  ...  18.)  2413 
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'J'lie  Census  L)t‘  tlic  dist.i  iet  taken  (jn  A|)iil  JiStli,  1911,  pruvcd 
the  ])opulo,tion  to  be  797S. 

Tlie  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  191  1 was  79t'9. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  5. 

Death,  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
was  105,  of  these  two  were  of  individuals  iDelonging  to  other 
districts,  while  seven  were  registered  elsewhere  belonging  to  this 
district,  making  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  to  be  1 ID. 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  13'76  per  1,000.  '* 

The  number  of  deaths  of  males  and  females  were  66  and  41 
respectively. 

Comparing  this  number  with  the  average  for  the  last  10  years 
this  will  be  found  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  of  the 
last  ten  years  with  the  rate  foi‘  each  year. 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Date 

1901  

96 

13-2 

190l!  

1-J6  ■ 

171 

1903  

100  

. . 134 

190-1  

108  

14-3 

1905  

129  

1705 

1906  

108  

1413 

1 907  

108  

14-06 

190S  

113  

14-58 

1909  

101 

13-27 

1910  

87  

10  86 

f<,)r  the  years 

— 

— 

1901  (o  1910  , 

107  

11-19 

I M'ANT  MoUTALI  I V. 


'riie  nuinliei  of  cleatlis  uiidef  one  yeai'  was  2(). 


Tliis  "ives  a rate  for  the  year  of  130  per  1000  hirtlis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  infant  deatlis  and 
infant  death  rates  for  each  of  the  last  10  years 


Year.  No.  of  Infant  Deaths.  Infant  Death  Riite. 


1901 

1902 

1903 
190-1 

1900 

1906 

1907 
190S 

1909 

1910 

AM-rage  for  the  years 

1901  to  1910 


23 

153 

34 

156 

23 

127 

30 

150 

31  

170 

21  

114 

26  

139 

35 

185 

27 

144 

24 

150 

27 

148 

I'ho  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  were  : — 

Wliooping  Cough 

Diarrha'al  Disease  

Premature  Birth  

Atrophy,  Del>iiity  and  Marasmus  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  

Meningitis  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Sullbcation  

Otlier  Caus(!s  


1 

.6 


6 

2 

1 


o 


4 
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The  following  tahle  shows  the  causes  of  all  deaths  during  the 
year,  the  ages  being  grouped  in  periods  ; — 


Ciinses  of  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 


< 

I 


a 


c 


ce 

oi 


a 

a 

c3 

o 

0 


'tj 

s 


ci 


>71 


C 

rt 

iO 


Measles  2 . 

..  0 

2 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 

..  0 

W hoeping  Cough  1 . 

..  1 

..  0 . 

. 0 , 

. 0 , 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  u 

..  0 

Diphtheria  & Croup  2 . 

..  0 

..  0 . 

. 1 . 

. 1 

. 0 . 

. 0 

..  0 

..  0 

Phthisis  (Pulmon- 
ary Tuberculosis)  3 . 

..  0 

..  0 

. 0 . 

. 0 

. 1 . 

..  1 

..  1 

..  0 

Tuberculosis 

Meningitis  ...  2 . 

..  0 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 1 . 

. 1 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 

..  0 

Other  Tubercu- 
losis Diseases ..  5 . 

..  0 

2 . 

. 1 . 

. 0 . 

..  1 . 

..  0 . 

..  1 

..  0 

Cancer  (Malignant)  5 . 

..  0 

..  0 . 

. 0 , 

. 0 

. 0 . 

. 0 

..  3 

2 

Bronchitis  13 

..  3 

...  0 

. 1 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

. 1 . 

..  1 

. . 7 

Broncho-Pneu- 
monia   5 . 

2 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

. 1 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 

2 

Pneumonia  (all 

other  forms)  ..  5 . 

2 

...  0 . 

. 1 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 

• 1 

.,  0 

..  0 

Other  Diseases 
of  Respiratoi'y 
Orarans 1 

..  0 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. u . 

. 0 . 

. 0 

. 1 

..  0 

Diarrhma  and 

Enteritis  5 . 

. . 5 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  Disease  5 . 

..  0 

..  0 

, 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

o 

..  3 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation  . 

..  8 

..  0 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 

..  0 

..  0 

(inol.  Prein.  Births) 

Violent  Deaths...  5 . 

..  1 

0 . 

•) 

• •J 

. 0 . 

. 1 . 

. b . 

..  1 . 

..  0 

(excliuling  Suicide) 
Other  Defined 

Diseases  34  . 

..  2 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

0 . 

. 1 , 

. 3 . 

..16  . 

..12 

Diseases  ill-defined 
or  unknown  ..  8 . 

..  2 

..  1 . 

. 0 . 

. (1  . 

. 0 . 

. 0 , 

..  1 . 

..  4 

All  Causes  ..  ll<) 

20 

b 

(i 

3 

f) 

8 

27 

30 
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Zymotic  Disearks. 

'Plu!  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  are  Smallpox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtlieria,  Wliooping  Congdi,  Diarrlima  and  Enteric 
Fever. 

These  diseases  caused  1 1 deaths,  i.e.,  Measles  2,  Diphtheria  2, 
Enteric  Fever  1,  Whooping  Cough  1,  Diarrluea  5. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  1‘37  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  smallness  of  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants  is  very 
satisfactory  considering  the  long  hot  summer. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received 

during  the  year  was  To.  This  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each 

disease,  and  the  age  period  in  which  the  cases  occurred. 

.At 


Dise.ase  all  .Ages. 

under 

1 1 to 

.5  .0  to  15 

1 .5  to  25 

25  to  45  4 

5 to  65 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

0 

..  1 

...  0 

..  1 .. 

0 ... 

0 

Ervsi|)elas 

4 ... 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

..  1 .. 

1 ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

62  ... 

0 

...  18 

. . . 40  . 

2 

2 

0 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 .. 

0 

...  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 ... 

1 ... 

0 

Phthisis  

5 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 . 

..  4 . 

0 ... 

0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

1 .. 

1 

...  0 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

0 ... 

0 

Totals 

75 

1 

20 

41 

8 

4 

1 

The  following  table  gives  a comparison  of  the  infectious 

cases 

notified  during 

the  past 
1911. 

S years. 
1910.  1909. 

1908.  1907.  1906 

. 1905. 

1904. 

Diphtheria  

2 

5 

...  1 

..  8 ... 

4 ...  4 

2 

. 7 

Erysipelas  

. 4 .. 

. 2 

...  0 

2 

2 ...  2 

0 . 

. 5 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

. 62  ... 

68 

. . 48 

. 47  ... 

23  ...60 

...  81 

. 46 

Enteric  Fever. 

. 1 .. 

6 

..  7 

. . 5 ... 

2 ...  4 

...20  . 

. 3 

Puerperal  Fever  0 .. 

1 

..  1 

..  0 ... 

1 ...  0 

2 

. 0 

Smallpox 

. 0 .. 

0 

...  0 

..  0 ... 

0 ...  3 

2 

2 

Phthisis  

. 5 .. 

0 

. . 0 

..  0 .. 

0 ...  0 

...  0 . 

. 0 

0|ihthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

..  1 .. 

2 

...  0 

..  0 ... 

0 ...  0 

...  0 . 

. (1 

75 

84 

57 

62 

32  73 

110 
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.Sanitary  Tmprovemknt.s  nimiNd  1911. 

During  tho  past  year  a iiunilier  of  privy  uiiddeiis  liave-  lieeii 
ooiivorted  to  the  water-caia-iago  system. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  completed  with  Ashton-under- 
Ijyme,  wheiehy  all  clothing,  hedding,  A'c.,  from  eases  of  infectious 
diseases,  will  he  disinfected  with  saturated  steam.  'This  will  supply 
a long-felt  want  in  the  district. 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirement. 

The  chief  sanitary  rei{nirement  of  the  district  is  the  aholition 
of  Priv}^  Middens.  I am  glad  to  say  that  conversions  will  proceed 
at  a much  greater  speed  during  the  coming  yeai'. 

I am,  yoiii's  obediently, 

D.  HUBERT  CHEETHAM,  M.B,  Ch.  B , 

^ledical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  7th,  1912. 


